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388.  Apparent Factor in Spread of Poliomyelitis.
Dust as an Apparent Factor in Spread of Poliomyelitis. From the biennial
report of the Minnesota State Board of Health, 1909-1910, p. 202.
A prolonged investigation was made, involving visits to 33 places hi the
state, together with side trips from many of these. Every case seen was in-
vestigated clinically and epidemiologically.
At Winona, the investigation showed practically all the existing cases were
on or near unwatered and very dusty streets. The city was panic stricken
and my advice transmitted and reinforced to the city council by Dr. Donald
Pritchard, H. 0. of Winona, together with a map on which, the cases were
plotted, showing their relation to the watered and unwatered streets, resulted
in securing the watering of these streets as well as the watering of sidewalks,
etc. The watering began August 5 and the last case developed August 12.
When it was remembered that the incubation period of this disease is supposed
to be about seven days, it will be understood that no case received infection
after the watering began. Since the district surrounding Winona and the state
at large continued to suffer the disease for months after this date (the out-
break reaching its height a month later), it seems not unreasonable to suppose
that the ending of the Winona outbreak when the watering began was not
merely a coincidence, especially since Eau Claire and New Richmond in Wis-
consin had previously had similar experiences,
389.  Epidemic at Springfield.
SHEPPABD, PHILIP A. E. A study of the Epidemic of Acute Poliomyelitis at
Springfield, Mass. Bulletin No. 3, of the Vermont State Board of Health,
March, 1912.
Springfield constituted the largest epidemic focus in Massachusetts.
Dr. Sheppard, who was the special medical examiner for the Massachu-
setts State Board of Health, regarding this Springfield epidemic of infantile
paralysis, states that: The majority of cases occur near railroads and along
the lines of greatest travel and that dust has to a certain extent figured in every
case.
390.
From Studies in Infantile Paralysis during 1910, published by the Washing-
ton State Board of Health.
A considerable number of factors might possibly be advanced as having a
possible relationship to the increased prevalence of infantile paralysis at this
period of the year. The three that have received the most attention have
been:
1. Insects. It has been suggested that since the season of greatest preva-
lence of infantile paralysis corresponds, approximately, to the season of the
maximum prevalence of many insects, that, therefore, it may be that the dis-
ease is transmitted through insect biteg. This theory will have to fulfill many